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Refusal of Attribution of the Ajayeb Al-Donya (World’s Wonders) to Abu al-
Moayed Balkhi Based on a Comparison between This Work and the Wonders
in Asadi Tusi's Garshaspnameh
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Absract

A book titled “the World’s Wonders” is attributed to Abu al-Moayed Balkhi. Some
people certainly attribute this book to him and they believe that interference with the
possession has been established in it in the 7th century. He also wrote Shahnameh in
prose. One part of Shahnameh is devoted to story about Garshasp and other part is
employed to write Asadi Tusi's Garshaspnameh. Therefore, this study aimed to
compare the World’s Wonders and AsadiTusi's Garshaspnameh by considering the
history of Sistan and some other Ancient Wonders of the World and to find out whether
Abu al-Moayed Balkhi wrote a separate book on the Wonders of Different Lands, and
what were the similarities between some of the Wonders in AsadiTusi's Garshaspnameh
and the World’s Wonders which used the same source? Out of 90 amazing stories
mentioned in the Asadi Tusi’s poem, 27 were about the World’s Wonders, and some
of which were similar  in terms of the most detailed descriptions and pictures,
vocabulary, and the combinations and people's names, indicating that they employed the
same source. Considering that no interference with the possession has been established
in the Wonders by Asadi Tusi who did not employ various sources, a complete
similarity between some of the wonders in these two works, mo mention of nearly 60
wonder stories of Asadi Tusi ‘s poem in the World’s Wonders, reference to the
Garshasp wonders of Abu al-Moayed Balkhi by the writer of the history of Sistan and
other reasons, it could be concluded that Abu al-Moayed Balkhi did not write a
separate book on the World’s Wonders, but he complied some wonders which
included in part of the story of Garshasb and his travels. Besher Moghsem wrote a book
named “Wonder of Land and Sea”, mentioned in the history of Sistan, and it is known
as the World’s Wonders in the following centuries. Ibn Mohaddes Tabrizi complied a
book on the Worlds” Wonders in the 7th century based on the books of Abu al-Moayed
Balkhi’s Garshasap and Besher Moghsem.

Keywords: book of Wonders, World’s Wonders (Ajayeb Al-Donya), Asadi Tusi,
Garshaspnameh, Abu al-Moayed Balkhi.
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