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Abstract

Golshane Zarnegar is a phenomenon in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh which has been used for
the first time in the story of Kaykavoos going to Mazandaran. Though the usual
meaning of ‘golshan’ is rose garden, its main meaning in Shahnameh is ‘great house
and throne’. The commentators of Shahnameh, when dealing with Golshane Zarnagar
discussed in this article, have gone through it, with a purely lexical approach, Golshan
sometimes is considered incorrectly equivalent to the garden and sometimes correctly to
a great house, while Golshan Zarnagar has a mythological nature and its content
analysis is beyond the replacement of dictionary synonyms. In this article, we discuss
that Golshane Zarengar has a mythological identity and a broader meaning than a rose
garden or house. It is one of the Seven cities which were built over Alborz Mountain,
facing to Mazandaran. Seven castles - cities were built of seven different metals,
according to ancient Seven metals. This Seven castles-cities is one of Flying-city
collections in the ancient Iranian myth. Flying-cities concept is correlated to other
mythical conceptions: flying thrones. These thrones were built as a castle and city and
in their scales. Flying cities and thrones of Persian kings were carried by demons to
heaven. In an abstract interpretation, this phenomenon is the allegory for the ascension
of Persian kings’ soul and the theirs getting on the demon of soul and, in an objective
explanation, they are the remembrance of great thrones of ancient Persian kings which
were carried by alien kings, or their representatives are seen on the tombs of
Achaemenid kings.
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