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A Poet from Bukhara
The Recognition of Mushfeqi Bukharaei and the Necessity of Correcting and
Publishing his Divan with an Introduction of the Most Complete Version of the
Poet’s Divan

Mehdi Nourian*
Afsaneh Bahramian®*
Mehrdad Chatraei***

Abstract

Persian poetry flourished in Bukhara with great poets such as Rudaki and Shahid-e-Balkhi,
and many poets appeared in that land over the centuries. Abdurrahman Mushfeqi Bukharaei, a
poet and satirist of the tenth century AH, with all the fame and prestige he has among the Persian
speakers of that land, is not well-known in our country. Poems from this poet have been left in
various forms and subjects, which are important in terms of the development of Persian poetry,
especially in Central Asia. Several manuscripts from his Divan are in libraries across the world;
each of them contains a part of his works- including odes, sonnets, stanzas, and couplets- most
of which have not been published yet. The most complete remained manuscript of the Divan in
terms of containing various parts of the Divan is a manuscript kept in the Treasury of Tajikistan
Sciences Academy of Manuscripts. By obtaining this valuable copy, we are able to obtain a
complete collection of his poems. The authors of this study intend to provide a new
understanding of the poet and his works by presenting some explanations about the life of this
poet and examining the content of his Divan. This manuscript includes one Divan of Odes, three
Divans of Sonnets, two narrative couplets named Golzar-e-Eram and Sagi-nameh, a satirical
Divan, and some stanzas and quatrains.

Introduction

It is important to revive and critically correct verses and proses. Unless all Persian texts are
carefully corrected, what is inferred from ordinary texts about the history of literature, language,
intellectual developments, artistic views, and the social, historical, cultural, and political
conditions of the Iranian people of previous centuries would not be comprehensive enough. The
political identity of the Iranian people of the previous centuries would not be sufficiently
comprehensive and credible, because much of the knowledge of our ancient culture is derived
from written and ancient texts.
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In addition to the thousands of unpublished manuscripts in domestic and foreign libraries that
no one has published, a large portion of Persian-language printed texts published in Iran, India,
and other countries have not been scientifically published and referenced. If orientalists and then
Iranian scholars did not correct and critique some of these texts, we would not have a reliable
text of them; therefore, it is necessary to extract the ancient Persian language texts from the
exclusive and untouched repositories of libraries.

Material & Methods

This research has been done through the library-documentary method. Thus, the poet’s
manuscripts were gathered from libraries inside and outside of the country. Political, social,
cultural, and linguistic information about the poet’s time and place of residence was extracted,
retrieved, and finally compiled based on the data from biographies and other books.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

-The Superiority of Manuscript No. 239 over the other Manuscripts Available from
Mushfeqi’s Divan

There are five manuscripts for a critical edition of Mushfeqi’s Divan. This study is based on
manuscript No. 239. Although it is a 13th-century book and a more recent manuscript, it has two
significant advantages over the others: First, this manuscript is the most complete one in terms of
the number of verses. This manuscript contains almost all the verses that appear in the other
manuscripts. Second, there are very few differences in the common parts of this manuscript and
the one that was written during the poet’s lifetime, most probably under his supervision.
Therefore, the honesty and accuracy of the manuscript can be largely trusted, and it can be
assumed that the other parts of the manuscript are also reliable.

-The Content of the Manuscripts

The Divan of Odes

The first part of this manuscript is the Divan of Odes, which starts with glorifying God and
praising the Prophet Mohammad and Imam Ali and continues with adulating the rulers of his
time. There are also some choruses, stanzas, etc.

Sagi-nameh

Two couplet-poems (= mathnawi) are available from Mushfeqi Bukharaei; one is Sagi-nameh
and the other is Golzar-e-Eram. In the case of the style and the form, the first one is written in
the same manner as other couplets, following the common meter and addressing the cupbearer
and the singer.

Golzar-e-Eram

The meter of this couplet is the same as the meter of poetries of Nizami's Haft peikar. Also,
the forms of storytelling, vocabulary choice, and the style of Golzar-e-Eram are all influenced by
the Haft peikar.

The Divans of Sonnets

Mushfeqi has three Divans of sonnets. The first, which is the largest, begins with a parody of
the most famous sonnet of Hafiz:

”” Arise, oh Cup-bearer, rise! And bring to lips that are thirsting the bowl they praise,
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For it seemed that love was an easy thing, but my feet have fallen on difficult ways.”

Mushfeqi is highly influenced by Hafiz in the writing of his sonnets and some of his sonnets
are parodies from his poetries. In all the three Divans there are also some quatrains besides the
sonnets.

The Satirical Divan

The last part of his works is the satirical Divan. He was so proficient in the satire that his
satirist poems had dimmed the reputation of his beautiful sonnets. He was very reckless in his
satires, and most of his poetries are very irrespective.
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