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1. Abstract

This study examines how the Ismailis of Alamut are portrayed in three important historical
epics of the llkhanid era: Kashani’s Tarikh Manzoom, Mostufi’s Zafarnameh, and Tabrizi’s
Shahanshahnameh. Also, the Mongols’ motives for the extermination of the Ismailis of Iran
have been discussed. Besides, a comparison is made with Jame-al-Tavarikh, Tarikhe
Jahangoshaye Joveyni, and Tarikhe Gozideh, to better determine each poet’s general attitude to
this historical event and the causes of their different viewpoints.

There appear to be three different approaches to these works. In Zafarnameh, a very negative
image from Ismaili leaders and their followers have been presented, and Mostufi has a fanatical
and pessimistic view towards them. This negative image of them is very close to the look and
expression of Joveini. Like Rashid-al-Din Hamadani, Kashani has a more rational and balanced
attitude towards the Ismailis and has attributed less negative traits to them that usually have no
religious color. Shahanshahnameh rarely has mentioned Ismailis in a negative way and never
used religious interpretations about them. Tabrizi has repeatedly praised the latest Ismaili leader
and has expressed regret over the downfall of the Ismailis. Perhaps the reason for this approach
in the Shahanshahnameh is that Tabrizi regarded the Ismaili movement as an Iranian uprising
and his Iranian-friendly spirit was effective in interpreting this historical event.

2- Introduction

Historians and writers have always been interested in the history of the Ismaili sect and their
views and opinions throughout history. Authors and historians have presented a different picture
of this group based on their ideology and worldview. For example, Sunni theologians and writers
portrayed the Ismailia as an atheist religion in Islam by writing and publishing books and
treatises. There are also different views among the historians who wrote their history during the
Ismaili period of Iran or in the early decades after the collapse of the Ismailis.

The main purpose of this study was to describe and explain the approach of the poets of the
historical epics of the llkhanid era to the Ismailis of Alamut. To this end, the way in which
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Ismailis of Iran were depicted in Kashani’s Tarikh Manzoom, Mostufi’s Zafarnameh, Tabrizi’s
Shahanshahnameh has been studied.

3- Material & Methods

Kashani’s Tarikh Manzoom, Mostufi’s Zafarnameh, and Tabrizi’s Shahanshahnameh are the
three most important historical poems of the llkhanid era. Tarikh Manzoom is one of the public
Mongol dates that Shams Kashani ended it in the early reign of Sultan Muhammad
Khodabandeh. In this poem, which contains more than 8,000 verses, the history of the Mongol
people is narrated from the beginning to the time of this llkhan. Zafarnameh, by Hamdollah
Mostufi, has three types: Islamic, Ahkami (Ajami), and Sultani. The poet has detailed the life of
Hassan Sabbah and his successors in Ahkami section. Furthermore, in the Sultani part, in the
section on the conquest of Ismailia by Hulagu Khan, this group has been mentioned again.
Shahnamehnameh is another important historical poem written by Ahmad Tabrizi in the court of
Sultan AbuSa'id, in which the poet narrated the situation of Genghis Khan and his successors
until two years after the last llkhan's death.

This article discusses how to utilize linguistic and rhetorical tools and how to refer to the
discourse of religion in the three above-mentioned poems and presents the motives mentioned by
the poets for conquering the Ismailis. A comparison has also been made with Jame-al-Tavarikh,
Tarikhe Jahangoshaye Joveyni, and Tarikhe Gozideh to determine the poets’ general view of this
subject, the extent to which they have been influenced by prose and poetic works, and how they
interacted with the power center.

4- Discussion of Results & Conclusions

Although all three historical epics have been composed in the Ilkhanid court, by examining
how the Ismailis were portrayed in the three historical epics and also by Hulagu Khan’s motives
for attacking the Ismailis, it has been revealed that there are three approaches in these works:

Mostufi has presented a very negative image of the Ismailis with a religious approach, for
personal and ideological reasons, which is close to the Joveyni views. Like Rashid-al-Din
Hamadani, Kashani has spoken about the Ismailis in a softer and more moderate language and
has used fewer negative traits. Tabrizi, perhaps because of his Iranian-orientated tendency,
usually has presented a positive image of the Ismailis and rarely dispraised them. Therefore, it
can be seen that each of these poets had a different approach to this issue according to their
beliefs and views. They have used traits, combinations, and imaginary elements in many cases
consciously and purposefully, and have been purposeful in how they narrate, omit, or emphasize
certain events.
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