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Abstract

Monsha’at of khaghani is a glorious example of the qualities of Persian prose that, despite its great
importance, has received little attention from scholars. On the other hand, the prose lyric literature
has been neglected in comparison with its poetic type, and some have not considered this type of
language to be effective for lyric literature. This research intends to study both cases by relying on
the content analysis method and examining the lyrical aspects of Monsha’at text. With this aim,
first, according to the known types of lyrical literature such as autobiography, praise, epigram,
complaint, etc. the book was studied carefully and parts containing lyrical content were extracted
and then introduced based on frequency. According to the results of the study, as prose is closer to
the nature of language, Monsha’at more clearly reflects Khaghani's emotional images,
autobiography, loneliness and bewilderment, praises, his high character, epigrams, incompatibility
with his surroundings, and his delicate and quick-witted grievances. The obtained samples indicate
that, contrary to the popular belief, Persian prose has no shortcomings in the expression of lyrical
content, and in some cases, due to the author's lack of adherence to the poetry meter limit, lyrical
prose has more literary impact and prominence.

Introduction

The collection of Monsha’at is the tradition of recording and collecting letters written by the
owners of the pen to others. This tradition is an opportunity for the advent of the qualities of prose,
as a form of a word, which also contains information about the author's intellectual world and
surroundings. It can be said that among the types of Persian prose, essays and letters are the only
ones that in their kind, theoretically, have a cohesive structure and this is a feature that has long
been associated with this type of word from Persian literature. Among the most famous in this
field, the least heard name is Afzal al-Din Badil ibn Ali known as Khaghani Shervani whose verses
cause his prose to be forgotten. In many places, Khaghani has considered his poetry and prose
equal believing that he is excelled in both fields. However, it seems that the historical literary taste
of his audience has not considered these two categories as one. In this study, the authors intend to
look at another aspect of the Monsha’at text. The nature of the lyrical literature which is rooted in
the emotional motivation of the speaker and the delicate nature of Khaghani make us believe that,
without a doubt, Monsha’at cannot be away from the manifestations of the lyrical literature.
Accordingly, we have defined the purpose of the present study to investigate the lyrical content of
Khaghani’s Monsha at based on the content analysis method.

Materials and Methods

In this research, Khaghani's Monsha’at is analyzed categorically. First, the desired text (such as
film, story, lecture, article, magazine, etc.) is broken down into parts. The components are then
divided into categories; for example, political, economic, and social categories. Afterward, by
counting the abundance of each category, their percentages are determined using appropriate
statistical methods (Fotuhi, 2014, p. 151).

In the data collection process, an attempt was made to adapt the method to the research field,
while ignoring the sampling, to study the whole text of Khaghani's Monsha 'at and at the same time
to define the unit of analysis in accordance with the structure of a prose work. Therefore, we
defined a paragraph as a unit of analysis in order to analyze the text of Khaghani's Monshaat from
the perspective of recognizing lyrical qualities according to their background emotions and
feelings.
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Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Khaghani's Monsha’at in general is an example of the lyrical literature because it is a collection of
Ekhvani letters that includes other aspects of lyrical literature in accordance with the type of
behavior of the audience with the author and Khaghani's personal situation. In Manshaat, we see
the characteristical reflection of Khaghani more calmly than in his collection of poems where he is
known as a proud poet. He does not utter a word of boasting throughout Monsha’at. In contrast,
with a soft and unassuming language, he devotes most of the emotional content of his letters to
Hasb-e-hal, in which he speaks of his loneliness, isolation, helplessness, despair, surrender, and
other passive states. His praise comes from the usual form of praise of Persian literary poetry and is
often a gentle word in honor of the audience.

His satires (Hajveye-ha) do not refer to a specific person but show his boredom with the
environment. Khaghani's complaints (Shekvaeye-ha) are also different from what we see in the
Divan, and unlike the satires (Hajveye-ha), they are completely personal and do not have the usual
social or political practice in the complaints of Persian literature. Hadith Nafs, elegies,
condolences, and descriptions of passion are other titles of lyrical words which could be introduced
in the text of Monsha’at even though examples of them are few. It can be said that among the
literary works of Persian literature, Khaghani's Monsha’at is the richest one in terms of conformity
with the lyrical literature, and therefore it can be researched to understand the content and linguistic
qualities of lyrical prose.
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