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Abstract

Background: Masnavi Manavi written by Jalaleddin Mohammad Balkhi (Rumi) is one of the
most prominent mystical works in Persian literature. This book has been and is influential;
consequently, the readers' needs have been and are subject to many descriptions in different
languages.

Purpose: Assessing and analyzing the method and the content of descriptions of Masnavi are
considered the most important study subjects in searching the works of MowlaviAnalyzing the
affectivity of the available descriptions would demonstrate the significance and stance of such works
in the field of writing description. The description of Mostafa Ibn Shaban Soruri on the subject here
is considered one the most complete and the oldest in Asia Minor in Persian. Regarding the antiquity
and the description language of Soruri, it is essential to specify the rate of its affectivity in the process
of writing a description. The objective here is to find the extent of the oldest Persian descriptions of
Masnavi by comparing Soruri's description with Javaherolasrar and Zavaherolanvar by Kharazmi.

Results:

The results of this comprehension indicate that the description of Soruri has been affected by
Javaherolasrar in terms of structure and content. An important part of Kharazmi's description is
included in Soruri's description without any reference, while Soruri, in his foreword claimed that he
perceived this work by discovering the spirit of Mowlavi.
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Introduction

The remarkable interest of Masnavi readers in comprehending it and the necessity to clarify its
complexities initiated literary works like description, glossary, modification, translation, etc. in
different contexts. The high volume of explanations of Masnavi from the past to the present indicates
the level of interest in this book, and the necessity of proving the deficiency and weakness of its
explanations. One of the significant research issues in the field of Masnavi studies is to recognize
and analyze the procedure of writing descriptions. The comparison of Masnavi's descriptions in terms
of method and content reveals the span of their overlap; next to assessments of advances, and
shortcomings.

The description of Masnavi by Moslehoddin Mostafa Ebn Shaban Soruri (1561) is identified as
the oldest Persian description including both the Masnavi books. The two core questions here are: 1)
Avre all of these descriptions Soruri’s brainchild or they refer to other descriptions? and 2) If Soruri
has resorted to others, how effective was it? Answering these questions necessitates considering
analyzing and comparing the description of Soruri with others

The objective here is to scrutinize and explain the method and content of Soruri's description by
comparing it with the Javaherolasrar description (the oldest Masnavi description).

Method and Materials

The method adopted here is analytic and descriptive based on library data. The focus here is on
presenting a pattern to assess the different aspects of the descriptions of Soruri and Javaherolasrar
Kharazmi. In the first section, the similarities and differences are compared and explained to clarify
the verses; in the second section, the opinion of each commentator is analyzed in terms of compliance
with the views of Mowlavi based on the model of the mystical tradition and in the third section, by
assessing the preface of each book of Soruri's description, the acquired evidence indicate the
outperformance of this description vs. Javaherolasrar.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion

Comparing the method in Soruri's description and Kharazmi's description indicates that primarily,
many of the phrases and deductions of Kharazmi exactly resemble that of Soruri's description.
Similar proses and verses are detected in both descriptions and that Soruri has taken advantage of
Kharazmi’s descriptions is evident. Soruri applied the language of Kharazmi (books one to three)
which is intricate. In other sections (book four and on), descriptions are written in simple prose.
Soruri has summarized and simply described the verses not mentioned in the descriptions of
Javaherolasrar.

The content of the description of Kharazmi and Soruri is compared based on the mystical pattern
of Mowlavi. Kharazmi has sometimes pointed out the viewpoints of Ibn Arabi in describing Masnavi.
In some other cases, Soruri has made a connection between the first and second mystical traditions.
Unlike Kharazmi, Soruri has mainly considered the lexical and rhetorical layers. To describe the
mystical concepts, defined the outlooks of the second tradition of Kharazmi and sometimes described
the first tradition. The foreword indicates that the commentator has consciously benefited from
Javaherolasrar.

The results of this study indicate that Soruri was affected by Kharazmi's description. There exist
doubts about the independence of Soruri's opinion in Masnavi's clarification, thus, it cannot be
considered an effective explanation. Direct affectivity from Kharazmi's description and not pointing
out his name raises this notion that the rest of the materials not derived from Javaherolasrar may
belong to others except Soruri.
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