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Abstract

Since Saeed Nafisi's research, many corrections of Rudaki's poems (Divan-e Rudaki) are
published, where the authors have sought to provide a more accurate correction and explanation.
The disappearance of Rudaki's Divan and the scattering of his poems in different versions have
made the compilation of all versions and providing texts containing Rudaki's poems a challenging
task for researchers. Consequently, correcting Rudaki's verses to achieve a revised and refined text
is difficult. Sometimes, despite the existence of versions, researchers have incorrectly incorporated
deviations into the text of their books which are not supported by any available version. In such
cases, researchers have either followed Nafisi's corrections and his alternative versions or been
indifferent to the old and challenging versions, by neglecting the distortions and alterations
introduced by copyists. Careful consideration of the aforementioned issues and considering the
recurring mistakes in Rudaki's collections raises the question: Which are verses of Rudaki's Divan in
the available books where the accuracy of versions is disregarded. In this study, an attempt is made to
propose corrections for some of Rudaki's verses, supported by precision in manuscript versions,
including the vocabulary versions of Asadi Tusi (Lughat-e Furs) and the historical version of Sistan.

Keywords: Rudaki's Divan, Rudaki's poems, Manuscript Versions, Correction of Verses,
Comparative Correction.

Introduction

In 1930, 1931, and 1940, Saeed Nafisi published a three-volume series on the life, works, and
poems of Rudaki. Following that, after addressing the deficiencies and errors in his three volumes,
he published another collection titled "The Environment of Life and the Biography and Poems of
Rudaki". According to him, sections like the sources of composing poems, poems attributed to
Rudaki, and altered versions of poems are omitted to reduce the book's volume. After Nafisi, many
corrections of Rudaki's compositions are published. The researchers in these collections have
attempted to provide a more precise correction of Rudaki's poems by gathering sources containing
his verses and correcting the deficiencies in Nafisi's corrections. A careful assessment of these
corrections reveals verses that remain ambiguous in terms of correction and meaning, next to
eluding clarity even for the experts. For the researchers’ the correction of Rudaki's poems is a
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challenging task, as his verses are scattered across many versions, making their comprehensive
compilation a difficult endeavor. Even if a researcher manages to gather all scattered versions, the
temporal gap between the verses and the linguistic complexities and archaic structures of his poetry
introduces new difficulties for researchers who seek to obtain an accurate and refined text.
Consequently, the correction of some verses in Rudaki's collections still faces challenges, and their
meaning remains elusive.

Method and Materials

The ambiguity in some of Rudaki's verses is attributed more to the manipulations and
distortions by the scribes, while a portion is the result of the inattentiveness of researchers to the
variants presented in different manuscript versions. In some cases, the researchers have merely
repeated Nafisi's corrections without considering the manuscript variants apparent. If researchers
adhere to accurately transcribe the manuscript versions in these instances and do not deviate from
the method adopted for correction, a more precise result can be obtained. Nevertheless, what is
essential for presenting an accurate collection of Rudaki's compositions is to compile his versions
and assess and categorize the versions based on the time of their transcription. Selecting a method
where the crucial transcriptions and archaic structures are not overlooked is essential, to allow a
researcher to provide a collection of Rudaki's poems that would surpass the available works.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Researchers can enhance the precision and refinement of Rudaki's poems by correcting
manuscript versions assessing and categorizing the versions based on their transcription date, and
selecting a correction method that does not overlook archaic transcriptions. In this study, it is
sought to propose corrections for certain verses of Rudaki based on the transcription of versions:

1) Befonud Ast Jahan bar Deram-o Ab-o Zamin/ Del-e To bar Kherad-o Danesh-o Khubin
Befonud

2) Ruy-e Har Yak Chon Do-Hafte Gerd-Mah/ Jameshan Ghoffa Samurinshan Kolah

3) Be Zolf Kazh-o Likan Be Ghadd-o Bala Rast/ Be Tan Dorost-o Likan be Chamshakan Bimar

The first two verses, considering the transcription of the ancient versions in Lughat-e Furs and
with corrections from Eghbal, and the third verse with the transcription of the 507 AH manuscript
of the Tarjoman al-Balaghe book, should be included in the text of Rudaki's Divan.

The following two verses, which have not appeared in printed divans, should be added to the
text of Rudaki's Divan based on the recording of the manuscript version of Lughat-e Furs dated
(766 AH) with the following correction:

1) Vaz Dana Jast-0 Karuzh Andar Zami/ Bang Barbord az Karuzh-o Khorrami

2) Ey Anke Hami Takhta Risi [To] az Anbar/ Bariktar az Man Na Berisi Na Bereshti

The following two verses, with the correction of replacing the word "Bakhsh" with "Nahs"
should be corrected as follows:

1) Yaki Namand Konun Zan Hame Besud-o Berikht/ Che Bakhsh Bud? Hamana Ke Bakhsh-e
Keyvan Bud

2) Na Bakhsh-e Keyvan Bud-o Na Ruzgar-e Daraz/ Che Bud? Mant Beguyam Ghaza-ye
Yazdan Bud

The following four verses should be included in Rudaki's Divan based on the transcription of
the Sistan manuscript:

1) Barbat-e Ammi-o Rudha-ye Foadi/ Chang-e Madak-Pir-o Naye Chamak-e Janan

2) Zan be Tan-e Khish Saghari Besetanad/ Yad Konad Ruye Shahryar-e Sajestan

3) Goft Nadani Sazash Khiz Faraz-Ar/ Anke Begofti Chenan-ke Goftam Betvan

4) Pardakhti Madh Harche Kard Zamani/ Varche Bovad Chire bar Madayeh-e Shahan
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