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Abstract:

Mojir al-Din Baylagani (d. 586 AH) is a renowned poet of the 6" century and a prominent
figure of the Arranian school in Persian poetry. He is renowned for his deceptively simple yet
fluent verses compared to his contemporaries. The only existing edition of his Divan (collected
works) was prepared by Mohammad Abadi Bavail as a doctoral dissertation in 1974 under the
supervision of Mehdi Mohaghegh, Mazaher Mosaffa, and Ahmad Mahdavi Damghani and was
subsequently published in Tabriz in 1979. While this pioneering edition holds historical value,
subsequent reviews have revealed its deficiencies. The recent discovery of new manuscript sources
that were unavailable to the previous editor presents an opportunity for a revised, more
comprehensive edition. This study, undertaken through a critical re-editing of Mojir al-Din's Divan
based on over 30 manuscript copies and employing a descriptive-analytical methodology using
library resources, aimed to highlight the shortcomings of the existing edition. The significance of
poets from Arran Region in the Persian literary canon, coupled with the necessity of a deeper
scholarly engagement with Mojir al-Din's poems, underscored the importance of this research. The
overall conclusion pointed to the inadequacies of the previous edition and the pressing need for its
re-editing. According to the findings, the primary deficiencies of the prior edition included the
erroneous attribution of other poets' works to Mojir al-Din, omission of some of his poems,
inconsistencies in the transcription of certain poems, misreadings, incorrect selections, and
inadequate or inaccurate annotations.

Keywords: Persian Poetry in the 6™ Century; Poets of Arran Region; Mojir al-Din Baylagani; Text
Editing.

Introduction

Mojir al-Din Baylagani is regarded as one of the most distinguished students of the renowned
poet Khagani Sharvani. Mojir al-Din's poetic style is characterized by a simplicity and fluency that
closely resembles the works of other acclaimed Persian poets, such as Farrukhi Sistani and
Manuchehri Damghani. Unfortunately, there exists only a single edition of Mojir al-Din's collected
works, or Divan, which has nevertheless had a significant influence on Persian poetry. This edition
was prepared by Abadi Bavail, who utilized 12 anthologies and manuscript copies as source
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materials. The edition features:

a. A 146-page introduction detailing the poet's biography, his contemporaries, and references to
his poetic style and fields of knowledge

b. The text itself consisting of 5,469 verses of Mojir al-Din's poetry

c. Approximately 250 pages of extensive annotations explaining words, terms, and phrases, and
addressing challenging verses from the Divan.

d. Indexes of words and phrases, verses, hadiths and reports, proverbs and sayings of notable
figures, Arabic poetry, idioms, and names.

The attention to these various editorial aspects has resulted in a structurally sound edition.
However, this does not imply that no further revisions are needed. In fact, the edition is marred by
significant misreadings and incorrect choices that cannot be easily overlooked.

Materials & Methods

This scholarly research undertook a critical analysis of the shortcomings in the previous edition
of Mojir al-Din Baylagani's Divan, employing a descriptive-analytical methodology.

The study's statistical population included over 30 anthologies and manuscript copies of Mojir
al-Din's collected works, as well as other relevant sources, with data collected through
comprehensive library research.

As noted by the original editor in the introduction, the manuscript copies used in the editing
process were written at different times and in varied styles by scribes, who naturally differed in
their academic knowledge and literary sensibilities. Consequently, numerous discrepancies and
errors had infiltrated the manuscript copies.

While the editor's efforts to address these issues were commendable, it appeared that success
was not achieved in all cases and certain deficiencies had thus been incorporated into the edited
text. This article aimed to highlight these deficiencies under 10 general headings.

The research process was as follows: the recorded version of the verse in Abadi Bavail's edition
was first presented followed by the author's suggested version for the transcription of words, terms,
and verses based on the manuscript copies of Mojir al-Din Baylagani's Divan with supporting
evidence drawn from the wider corpus of Persian literary texts.

Research Findings
The critical analysis of the previous edition of Mojir al-Din Baylagani's Divan edited by Abadi
Bavail revealed several significant deficiencies. These were categorized and examined under 10
general headings:
1. Attribution of other poets' poems to Mojir al-Din: The edition included poems by other
poets falsely attributed to Mojir al-Din.
2. Omission of some of Mojir al-Din's poems and verses: The edited text was found to be
missing some of Mojir al-Din's original poems and verses.
3. Incomplete reporting of verses: Certain verses by Mojir al-Din were not fully or accurately
reported in the edition.
4. Recording a single poem in two different forms: In some cases, a single poem by Mojir al-
Din was recorded in two distinct forms in the edited text.
5. Editing poems using a single manuscript:
5.1. Omission of Mojir al-Din’s verses: Editing based on a single manuscript had led to the
omission of some of Mojir al-Din's verses.
5.2. Confused reporting of poems: The reliance on a single manuscript had resulted in the
confused and inaccurate reporting of some of Mojir al-Din's poems.
6. Incorrect reporting of verses:
6.1. Misreading of manuscript copies:
6.1.1. Errors from adding, removing, or misplacing dots
6.1.2. Errors from altering letters
6.2. Incorrect selections: The edition included instances of incorrect selections from the
manuscript copies.
The research also found that the editor's heavy dependence on a single manuscript (No. 3123)
from the National Library of Tabriz had led to the inclusion of poems by Asir al-Din Akhsikati
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under Mojir al-Din's name. Additionally, some of the manuscript copies used in the editing process
were so flawed and error-ridden that they should have been excluded from the editing circle as they
only contributed to the addition of variant readings in the footnotes.

Overall, while the existing edition of Mojir al-Din's Divan was a commendable effort for its
time, the necessity of a revised and more comprehensive edition became evident with the passage
of time and the discovery of new manuscript copies.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

This research undertook a thorough review and critique of the edited text of Abadi Bavail's
edition of Mojir al-Din Baylagani's Divan, utilizing variant readings and over 30 manuscript copies
of the poet's collected works. The identified deficiencies in the edition were categorized and
analyzed under 10 general headings:

1. Attribution of other poets' poems to Mojir al-Din

2. Omission of some of Mojir al-Din's poems and verses

3. Incomplete reporting of certain verses by Mojir al-Din

4. Recording a single poem in two different forms

5. Editing some poems using a single manuscript

5.1. Omission of Mojir al-Din’s verses

5.2. Confused reporting of some poems

6. Incorrect reporting of verses

6.1. Misreading of manuscript copies

6.1.1. Errors from adding, removing, or misplacing dots

6.1.2. Errors from altering letters

6.2. Incorrect selections

7. Incorrect reading and preference

8. Omission of text

9. Incorrect transcription

10. Incorrect or inadequate annotations

As observed, some of the identified shortcomings in this edition related to the editor's
proficiency in the editing process, while others stemmed from the limitations of the time and the
lack of access to a more comprehensive set of manuscript copies.

Furthermore, the editor's heavy reliance on a single manuscript (No. 3123) from the National
Library of Tabriz had led to the inclusion of some poems by Asir al-Din Akhsikati under Mojir al-
Din's name. Abadi's edition, while utilizing 12 anthologies and manuscript copies, was still
constrained by the available source materials.

It was understandable that in such research endeavors, the quality of the manuscript copies
could not always be guaranteed. However, some of the manuscripts used in the editing process
were so confused and error-ridden that they could have been excluded from the editing circle as
they only contributed to the addition of variant readings in the footnotes.

Overall, it could be stated that the existing edition of Mojir al-Din's Divan was a commendable
and appropriate effort for its time. However, with the passage of time and the discovery of new
manuscript copies of his Divan, the necessity of a revised and more comprehensive edition became
evident.
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