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Abstract:

The discovery of original source materials in ancient texts is highly significant for scholars.
Revisers often rely on secondary sources in addition to older and more authoritative text versions
when correcting and annotating literary works. These secondary sources encompass a range of
materials, including translations, summaries, contemporaneous texts, and works utilized by the
original author. One such important secondary source is the Persian text "Kanz al-Ma'aref", which
provides insights into the Barmakid dynasty. This work was written by Abd al-Jalil ibn Yahya
Yazdi and presented to Shah Shudja' upon completion in central Iran in the 8" century. Two copies
of Kanz al-Ma'aref, numbered 1342 and 1351, are housed in the National Library of France, while
another copy is held in the Aref Hekmat Library in Medina though currently inaccessible. Beyond
its historical significance in enhancing our understanding of the Barmakids, Kanz al-Ma'aref
contains valuable textual passages that can be leveraged for analysis and correction of ancient verse
and prose texts. The author incorporated various literary sources and quoted verses and phrases,
making it a rich resource for scholars. This essay presented examples of such cases categorized into
three groups: instances where the Kanz al-Ma'aref recording was more accurate than the corrected
version; cases where one or more corrections of the original texts were accurate, while the Kanz al-
Ma'aref recording was inaccurate; and situations where both the Kanz al-Ma'aref recording and the
published correction(s) were correct, but the Kanz al-Ma'aref version was considered superior.
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Introduction:

The primary objective of ancient textual criticism is to uncover the lexically and syntactically
original recordings of literary works. This endeavor is crucial for understanding the true meaning
of a text, facilitating research into the history of language, and establishing a solid foundation for
lexicography. To achieve this goal, editors often turn to external sources beyond the core text itself.

These secondary sources encompass a range of materials related to the ancient texts, which can
be categorized as follows: 1) Translations, 2) Contemporaneous or later texts that contain excerpts
or references to the original work, 3) Explanatory notes, excerpts, and marginal annotations of the
work, and 4) Texts that the original author has used as sources.

The significance of these secondary sources has been particularly emphasized in the textual
criticism of seminal works. For instance, Khaleki-Motlak has classified the secondary sources used
in editing Shahnameh into several groups, including parallel passages from related texts, excerpts,
dictionaries, quoted verses, translations, common source materials, and texts in Pahlavi languages.
Similarly, Khatibi has described the secondary sources for Shahnameh as comprising translations,
early Islamic-era sources, scattered verses from Shahnameh in older texts, and Pahlavi language
materials.

Furthermore, a dedicated article has been published in Khatibi's memorial book, highlighting
the importance of the verses from Shahnameh that are recorded in the work "Kanz al-Ma'aref".

One such secondary source that can be leveraged to enhance the editing and understanding of
earlier texts is the Persian work "Kanz al-Ma'aref", also known as "Tavarikh/Tarikh Ale Barmak",
which provides insights into the Barmakid dynasty. This text was composed by Abd al-Jalil ibn
Yahya ibn Abd al-Jalil ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-Baki Yazdi and dedicated to Shah Shudja'
Mozaffari in central Iran in the 8" century. The work is divided into 6 chapters, each focusing on a
different Barmakid figure, including Barmak, Khaled, Yahya, Fadl, and Ja'far, while the final
chapter discusses the downfall of the Barmakid family.

Three known copies of Kanz al-Ma'aref exist, two of which are accessible. The oldest version,
housed in the National Library of France with the number 1342, was written in central Iran in the
8" century. The second copy, dated 926 AH, is also held in the National Library of France,
numbered 1351. Another copy, identified as number 902/15 but currently inaccessible, is preserved
in Aref Hekmat Library in Medina.

Despite its potential significance, Kanz al-Ma'aref has not been fully published in Iran and the
importance of its textual recordings remains largely unknown. Only a single old lithograph edition
was published in India between 1883 and 1885, but its accessibility and details are unclear due to
the lack of available information.

Materials and Methods:

The relatively old initial edition of Kanz al-Ma'aref was composed for Shah Shudja' Mozaffari
and holds royal status. This makes it a valuable resource for editing poems or parts of prose texts
that need clarification. It is suspected that the author has had access to the court library as his/her
grandfather has been a constable of Yazd City and corresponded with Khadje Rashid al-Din. The
author is believed to have written the poems and texts from accurate and old copies preserved in
the library.

This text is significant for editing because it serves as a secondary source. Kanz al-Ma'aref
contains a mixture of prose, including numerous Persian and Arabic verses, hadith, stanzas, and
proverbs, particularly in the artistic prose sections. The work contains 1542 Persian verses and the
author has also used prominent prose in different parts. In addition to creating an engaging text, the
author's selection of prose and verse texts helps to edit other texts, especially those that do not have
an old version or whose old version is unavailable.

The author of Kanz al-Ma'arf has focused on the works of Nezami, particularly Khusrow wa
Shirin, as well as Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. The author has also chosen numerous poems from Sa'di's
works and collections of poets, including Anwari, Dhabali Ghardhestani, and Kamal al-Din
Isfahani. The work includes excerpts from prose texts like the Tardjomeye Tarikhe Yamini, Kalile
wa Demne, and Nafthat al-Masdir, in addition to poetry texts. The similarities between Kanz al-
Ma'aref and these texts suggest that the author has likely used them as sources.
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Poems and prose phrases were analyzed in two separate sections for a more detailed
comparison.

The verses from different books and texts in Kanz al-Ma'aref were divided into 3 categories: 1)
Recordings that are accurate in Kanz al-Ma'aref but need correction in the revised or published
version of the original text; 2) Correct records according to Kanz al-Ma'aref in one or more original
texts, but incorrect in other editions; 3) Correct items in both Kanz al-Ma'aref and the original
texts, where the Kanz al-Ma'aref recording is better than the original.

Research Findings

The analysis of the Kanz al-Ma'aref manuscript yielded several key findings that contributed to
our understanding of Persian literary and historical texts from this period:

1. Accuracy and Reliability of Kanz al-Ma'aref: The comparisons conducted demonstrated that
the older edition of Kanz al-Ma'aref held at the National Library of France contained highly
accurate and reliable recordings of poems, prose passages, hadiths, and other textual elements. This
made it a valuable secondary source for editing and improving the quality of other manuscripts and
published versions of related works.

2. Unique and Overlooked Content: Kanz al-Ma'aref was found to include records and excerpts
that were previously unnoticed or overlooked in other known texts from the same era. This
highlighted the manuscript's significance as a repository of otherwise lost or obscured literary and
historical content.

3. Connections to Court Libraries and Scholars: Evidence suggested the author of Kanz al-
Ma'aref had had direct access to court libraries and archives, as well as connections to notable
figures like the constable of Yazd. This provided an important context about the provenance and
potential sources used in compiling the work.

4. Breadth of Literary References: Kanz al-Ma'aref drew from a wide range of Persian poetry
and prose, including major works by Nezami, Ferdowsi, Sa'di, and others. This breadth of
references made the manuscript a valuable source for tracing intertextual connections and the
circulation of literary works in this historical period.

5. Categorization of Textual Variants: The three-part categorization of verse and prose
recordings in Kanz al-Ma'aref provided a framework for systematically assessing the accuracy and
relationship of this manuscript to other primary sources. This methodological approach could be
applied to further editorial work on Persian literary texts.

These findings underscored the significance of Kanz al-Ma'aref as an important secondary
source that could contribute to improving the quality and fidelity of edited Persian texts from the
medieval period. Further research into the manuscript's history and contents promises to yield
additional insights of value to scholars in this field.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion:

The comparison of poem and prose phrase recordings in Kanz al-Ma'aref with other texts
demonstrated that the older version of the work, specifically the one held in the National Library of
France under the number 1342, contained accurate and reliable recordings. As a result, this edition
could serve as a valuable secondary source for editing other texts.

Kanz al-Ma'aref held both historical and literary significance. Editors had discovered records
that were previously unnoticed in other texts. Additionally, it contained records that were present or
were found in surviving versions of those texts but were previously overlooked due to errors in
reading.

This analysis showed that Kanz al-Ma'aref was an important source for scholars and editors
working with related texts from the same period. The accuracy and unique content of this version
made it a crucial reference point for improving the quality and fidelity of edited texts. By drawing
on Kanz al-Ma'aref, editors can correct errors, recover lost passages, and gain deeper insights into
the original works.

In conclusion, Kanz al-Ma'aref stood out as a remarkable manuscript that merited close study
and incorporation into scholarly work on Persian literature and history from this era. Its value as a
secondary source for editing could not be overstated and further research into its provenance and
relationship to other key texts would undoubtedly yield important findings.
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