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Abstract

Ideological stylistics with a theological approach is a layered stylistic method that serves to analyze and understand
the ideological positions of the text, and specifically the ideological and theological components of speech, and
clarifies the relationship of the ideological layer of the text with other phonetic, lexical, syntactic, and rhetorical
layers. In this study, the authors, using this comprehensive and detailed method, have examined the component of
divine justice in Saadi’s works. First, they have shown the types of ideological norms in the field of intellectual or
religious goodness and ugliness, the nature of divine justice, the types of theories on the permissibility or obligation
of goodness and rightness on God, or the non-obligation of goodness and rightness on God, along with its
examples. Then, based on that, they have studied the theological stylistics of the component of divine justice in
Saadi's works. In the final analysis, it is concluded that Saadi's thought in the component of divine justice is aligned
with Ash‘arite ideology, and the traces of this influence at the lexical level are clearly evident in the network of
words "justice/oppression”, "owner/property/property”, "ruler/ruling”, and "eternal judgment/writing". As this
influence is shown in the syntactic layer of speech by the poet's use of conditional sentences and God being in the
position of "actor" and servants and creatures being in the position of "object", in explaining the absolute divine
will, this influence is finally manifested in the rhetorical layer of speech by the poet's use of "subordinate
metaphor" and "pluralism™.
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Divine justice is one of the most significant and problematic theological components among the adherents of
Islamic sects (Ash‘arites, Mu‘tazilites, Shi‘a, Kharijites, Karramiyya, Murji’a, and their sub-sects). It has
overshadowed other doctrinal elements such as the problem of evil, belief in the Resurrection and divine
promises and threats, the permissibility or impermissibility of imposing obligations beyond human capacity,
the permissibility or impermissibility of punishment, eternal or non-eternal damnation in Hell, divine grace,
favor, pleasure, pain, and so forth within the Muslim theological system. Considering that many of the
studies conducted so far on the manifestation of theological issues in Persian poetry have not been free from
generalizations and prejudgments, the present research proposes the method of “intellectual stylistics with a
theological approach” and analyzes and explains the issue of divine justice in Sa‘di’s poetry.

Materials and Methods

This study has been carried out using descriptive-comparative and analytical methods, and its data have been
collected through documentary-library research (major theological works of the main sects and specific
books of the sub-sects). Furthermore, the theological analysis of Sa‘di’s poetry has been conducted using the
author’s proposed method (theological stylistics).

Research Findings
Examining the manifestation of Islamic theology in Persian poetry, and specifically the component of divine
justice in Sa‘di’s poetry, leads us to the following findings:

1. Previous studies on the manifestation of theology in Persian poetry, and particularly on divine justice in
Sa‘di’s poetry, have not been free from generalizations and prejudgments. Consequently, researchers have
failed to assess the relationship between the “intellectual layer” and other layers—Iexical, syntactic, and
rhetorical. Therefore, the authors propose the method of “intellectual stylistics with a theological approach”
for analyzing Persian poetry from a doctrinal perspective.

2. The doctrinal disagreements among sectarian scholars regarding divine justice are not limited to inter-
sectarian differences among the major sects; rather, internal disagreements also exist within the sects
themselves. In their method of intellectual stylistics with a theological approach, the authors demonstrate
these differences in detail concerning issues such as: the nature of good and evil, whether good and evil are
rational or scriptural, the nature of divine justice, various theories regarding the permissibility, obligation, or
non-obligation of salah and aslah (the best and most beneficial) upon God, and the different instances of the
obligation or non-obligation of salah and aslah upon God.

3. Sa‘di’s thought on divine justice, across the three layers—Iexical, syntactic, and rhetorical—shows
compatibility and alignment with the Ash‘arite intellectual system, particularly that of Abu al-Hasan al-
Ash‘arl.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions
Based on stylistic analyses and inferences, the Ash‘arite intellectual system, especially that of Abti al-Hasan
al-Ash‘ari, can be traced in Sa‘di’s poetry across the three layers—Iexical, syntactic, and rhetorical:

1. Lexical Layer: Words such as ‘adl (justice) and jawr (injustice) reflect the Ash‘arite view that if an evil
act proceeds from God, it is deemed good and is itself justice. Terms like malik (owner), mulk (kingdom),
amlak (properties), and mamlik (possessed) in Sa‘di’s poetry indicate the firm Ash‘arite arguments,
especially those of Abui al-Hasan al-Ash‘ar, regarding God’s ownership, His free will in His actions, and the
non-obligation of salah and aslah upon Him. Words such as hakim (judge/ruler) and hukm kardan (to judge)
express the concept of scriptural good and evil in the Ash‘arite system, wherein God is the absolute ruler, and
whatever He wills of good or evil for His servants is truth. Likewise, expressions such as galam raftan (the
pen has moved) and God’s eternal decree signify the Ash‘arite belief that divine will and predestination are
inevitable.

2. Syntactic Layer: Conditional sentences in Sa‘di’s poetry are employed to explain God’s free and
unconditional will, which is the foundation of Ash‘arite thought. In such propositions, God is always in the
position of “agent”, while servants and creatures occupy the position of “object”.

3. Rhetorical Layer: Sa‘di’s poetry uses the metaphor of “subordination” to express the concept of God’s
absolute control and dominion in Ash‘arite thought, as well as the rhetorical device of “collective expression”
to illustrate the acceptance of God’s unconditional will and dominion by His servants within the Ash‘arite
intellectual framework.
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