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Abstract

The scholarly correction of an author’s works relies on the critical codicology of his works. By
systematically analyzing manuscripts from libraries around the world, we can carefully clarify the
authenticity of books and treatises attributed to various authors. An examination of catalogues from many
countries reveals that, in addition to Davani’s well-known Persian works in Iran, there are other works
attributed to him globally, and determining their accuracy and originality requires critical manuscript
analysis. Accordingly, before a comprehensive arbitration about Davani’s views and ideas, it is essential to
investigate the authenticity of his lesser-known works. Therefore, the present study aims to clarify the
originality of the text and the accuracy of the attribution of new Persian works attributed to Davani. During
the research process, our understanding of Davani’s newly discovered works, particularly in terms of
bibliography and codicology, has been enhanced through a comparative study of over 1,100 Persian
manuscripts in the catalogues of various libraries. The findings show that, in addition to the recognized
Persian works of Davani in Iran, there is at least one detailed book, two short treatises, and an exquisite
collection of Persian poetry not listed in the Persian union catalogues, including the Union Catalogue of Iran
Manuscripts (Fankha). This article introduces the following authentic works: 1) The book of Translation and
Interpretation of Mokhtasar-o al-Vagaye, 2) The treatise of the Essence of Faith, 3) The treatise of God'’s
Knowledge and Will, and 4) A Collection of Poems.

Keywords: Critical Codicology; Bibliography of New Persian Works; Jalaloddin Davani; Persian Union
Catalogue; Union Catalogue of Iran Manuscripts (Fankha); Mystical Literature.

Introduction
Written heritage is the work history of past elites and the birth certificate of modern society. Every generation
is responsible for protecting this cultural heritage to recognize its historical roots and to build a modern
society on the foundation of its past. In Iran, many researchers have dedicated their efforts to investigating
and studying written sources, uncovering hundreds of thousands of valuable works. However, countless
books and treatises remain unidentified in libraries both domestically and abroad. By discovering these
historical texts, we not only acknowledge the contributions of past scholars to the continuum of science and
literature, but also we can harness their insights to help shape our current world.

Jalaloddin Davani is a significant figure in preserving the scientific and literary heritage of his era, having
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left behind a wealth of manuscripts. Throughout his lifetime, Davani played a crucial role in strengthening
the foundations of knowledge during his era, particularly in theology, philosophy, and mysticism. His
creative writings and critical commentaries on the works and ideas of earlier thinkers greatly enriched the
intellectual and literary discourse of the Timurid period. The prosperity of discussions during that time was
mainly credited to his contributions. To fully appreciate and understand the significance of Davani’s
thoughts, it is essential to explore the intellectual and literary realms of his works. Therefore, it is appropriate
to engage in a scholarly study of all the mental and linguistic aspects of his writings. This exploration will
help us reflect on the identity of the Iranian society to revive the identity of the present generation.

Several Iranian sages stand out, including Mohammad Farabi (259-339 AH), Hosein ibn Sina (370-428
AH), Shahaboddin Sohravardi (549-587 AH), Nasiroddin Tusi (597-672 AH), Jalaloddin Davani (830- early
10th century AH), and Sadroddin Shirazi (late 10th century-1050 AH). Among these six sages, Davani’s
focus on “commentary” separates him from others. Specifically, the impact of his writings on the
commentary of theological, philosophical, and mystical texts—including on poems of Hafez—is undeniable.
Despite the extensive research on Davani’s ideas, many aspects, particularly within the literary domain of his
contributions, remain unexplored.

One main reason for the lack of attention to Davani’s works over the past century is that many of his
manuscripts have not been accurately emended and published. Ebrahimi Dinani highlights this issue in his
introduction to The Words of Jalaloddin Davani, noting that “while many scholars recognize Davani as a
philosopher, his works have not been thoroughly read and critically analyzed” (as cited in Esmaili &
Karimabadi, 2019, p. 37). Consequently, the Persian works of this Iranian sage must be scientifically revised
and researched after the critical codicology. His works are better presented in a comprehensive collection,
with a detailed introduction, documented annotations, and various indexes, to facilitate access for
researchers.

Materials and Methods

In this study, we analyzed data from over a thousand manuscript catalogues sourced from libraries in various
countries to identify different manuscripts of Davani’s Persian and Arabic works. To assess the authenticity
of the Persian works attributed to him, we compared the beginning, the end, and the text of hundreds of
manuscripts. This process led to evaluating the accuracy of the data in the manuscript catalogues of libraries
based on the evidence within the texts themselves. Through a comparative study of various catalogues and
manuscripts, much information in the catalogues and manuscripts was corrected and enhanced. As a result,
we have accurately identified the titles and numbers of both new authentic and non-authentic Persian works
attributed to Davani.

Research Findings
The research procedure identified over 6,000 Arabic and 1,100 Persian manuscripts attributed to Jalaloddin
Davani from manuscript catalogues in fourteen languages across at least a thousand libraries in forty
countries. The study has rigorously examined seven Davani’s Persian works for their originality and accuracy
as a result of this extensive research. A comparative analysis of at least 1,100 Persian manuscripts, dating
from the ninth to the fourteenth centuries AH, confirms that Davani is indeed the author of four newly
discovered Persian works, in addition to well-known Persian works previously introduced in the first article.
The lesser-known identified works include:

1) Translation and Interpretation of Mokhtasar-o al-Vagaye [Tarjome va sharh-e Mokhtasar-o al-
Vaqaye];

2) The Essence of Faith [Gowhar-e iman];

3) God’s Knowledge and Will [Elm va erade-ye elahi];

4) A Collection of Poems [Divan-e ashar].

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

In the written heritage of the Persian language, there are works whose copies have not been found in Iranian
libraries yet. As a result, these works are not in the most comprehensive union catalogue of manuscripts in
Iran, known as the Union Catalogue of Iran Manuscripts (Derayati, 2011-2015). Additionally, some Persian
works are not correctly or totally identified in the union catalogues of Persian works, such as the Catalogue
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of Persian Manuscripts (Monzavi, 1969-1970), the Union Catalogue of Persian Manuscripts of Pakistan
(Monzavi, 1983-1996), and the Shortlist of Persian Works (Monzavi, 1995-2015). In this study, we refer to
works that are rare and difficult to find and whose names or authors are not correctly or totally in the Persian
union catalogues—especially the Union Catalogue of Iran Manuscripts—as “newly discovered”. These
works are considered “new” in relation to the Iranian union catalogues, which have provided descriptive lists
of manuscripts from hundreds of libraries in Iran and other countries. Probably, additional copies of these
works exist in Iran; however, due to inaccuracies in the descriptions of manuscripts in some of the library
catalogues, we are currently unable to confirm their identities as works that we believe are not in Iran.

This investigation reveals that, in addition to the known works of Davani in Iran, there are at least seven
additional works attributed to him worldwide. The newly discovered Persian works and their corresponding
number of copies are as follows:

1) A book on translation and interpretation of Mokhtasar-o al-Vagaye (with sixteen copies);

2) A treatise on the essence of faith (with four copies);

3) A treatise on God’s knowledge and will (with two copies);

4) A collection of poems (with one copy);

5) Quatrains (with one copy);

6) Love (with one copy);

7) A treatise on existence (with eight copies).

This critical study confirms the existence and authenticity of at least one detailed book, two short
treatises, and a collection of Persian poetry that the Persian union catalogues have not documented. The
genuine works featured in this study are as follows: 1) Translation and Interpretation of Mokhtasar-o al-
Vagaye, 2) The Essence of Faith, 3) God’s Knowledge and Will, and 4) A Collection of Poems.
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